CHAPTER XXIX
FRANCE CAN COOK
T
THROUGHOUT many years in post-war Europe I gained
many platitudinous interviews with heads of government and
other statesmen and cabled hundreds of thousands of words
to New York about international conferences; that toothless
forum, the League of Nations; the futile German reparations
problem; the breakdown of government and the dictator-
ships in Italy and Spain and a host of other subjects.
I recall no interview with any statesman in the post-war
reconstruction period that meant much of anything. Almost
every national situation was shot with politics at home and
dangers from without but statesmen fell down badly. One
premier delivered himself of the following and took the prize
for the heavyweight platitude championship: "All nations
without exception have need at present of stability and dis-
cipline in order to safeguard the inheritance of civilization
handed down to them by their forefathers and founded on
right and justice. My government stands for the most ardent
desires and aspirations of a country which only demands a
strong, honest and disciplined administration, knowing how
to make itself respected and basing all its efforts on the con-
tinuity and stability of a policy which is essentially modern,
realist and national."
Of course, such stuff was not worth cable tolls but it was
cabled nevertheless. For purposes of reminiscence, however,
I am content to drop interviews and contacts with all Euro-
s'